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A WATERY 
WORLD 

Goade wins award. CCW. Inside. 


JUNEAU TO D.C. 

Local youth swimmer invited to swim 
meet in the capital Bl. 


NEW ‘PLACE-BASED’ 
SCIENCE CURRICULUM 

K-5 to have lessons revamped in 2019. A5. 



MICHAEL PENN | JUNEAU EMPIRE 

Rep. Sam Kito III, D-Juneau, right, speaks alongside Marc Luiken, Commissioner of the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
during a breakout session on Alaska Marine Highway System Reform at Southeast Conference at the Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall on Wednesday. 

Backers of ferry reform seek 
help from state lawmakers 


Juneau representative preparing bill that would 
outline future of Alaska Marine Highway System 


By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


The movement to reform 
the Alaska Marine Highway 
System is reaching a critical 
point as proponents meet 
with legislators this week. 

The plan for reforming 
the ferry system, which has 
suffered from budget cuts in 
recent years, is to turn it into 
a public corporation instead 
of part of the Alaska Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation and 
Public Facilities. It ; s based 
generally on the way the 
Alaska Railroad is run. 

A key part of doing this 
would be to secure "for¬ 


ward funding" for the ferry 
system, meaning that the 
AMHS could plan its bud¬ 
gets 18-24 months ahead of 
time instead of trying to set 
a schedule without know¬ 
ing exactly what the budget 
will be. 

During a breakout session 
at the Southeast Confer¬ 
ence's Mid-Session Summit 
on Wednesday, the AMHS 
Reform Steering Committee 
met and looked at the next 
steps in its process. 

Rep. Sam Kito III, D-Ju- 
neau, said in September 
that he would draft a bill 
to get increased funding for 
the ferry system. At Wednes¬ 


day's meeting, Kito gave an 
update on his progress. The 
bill should be ready "any 
day/' Kito said, adding that it 
sets the table for reforming 
the ferry system. 

"We think we've got 
something that actually will 
create a very sustainable 
marine highway system/' 
Kito said. "It's definitely go¬ 
ing to be the starting point. 
The reason that we didn't 
want to start pushing too far 
out is we didn't want people 
wrapped around the axle on 
specific details that could be 
controversial.'' 

One of the items outlined 
in the bill is the appoint¬ 
ment of a board comprised 
of members with "exper¬ 
tise" in the ferry system. 
They would have to have 


specific affiliations, such as 
the shipping industry or a 
background in large marine 
vessels. Susan Bell, princi¬ 
pal at the McDowell Group, 
said this board is a vital part 
of the possible future of the 
corporation. It will require 
more thought, she said, to 
determine how exactly to or¬ 
ganize the board. 

While the ferry system 
isn't expected to break 
down, Elliott Bay Design 
Group (which has assisted 
in putting the reform plan 
together) Chief Concept En¬ 
gineer fohn Waterhouse said 
the system is in a tough spot. 

The M/V Malaspina is still 
being repaired, long after 
its expected return to ser- 

SEE AMHS | Page A8 
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Outage 
darkens 
Valentine's 
Day for 2,000 

Auke Bay and homes 
Out the Road were 
affected for four hours 


By JAMES BROOKS 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


A broken insulator was the 
culprit behind a power outage 
that affected more than 2,000 
luneau residents on Valentine's 
Day. 

According to Alaska Electric 
SEE AEL&P | Page A4 
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Mine is bigger 

Greens Creek report shows 
new finds in 201 7 were 
greater than the 840,000 
tons of rock removed 


By KEVIN GULLUFSEN 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


Exploration work at Greens 
Creek Mine has yielded results 
that could extend the mine's 
life, it announced this week in a 
press release. 

Greens Creek wrapped up its 
2017 exploration work and re¬ 
ported finding more minerals 
than it mined last year, making 
Greens Creek officials optimistic 
the mine can stay open past its 
10-year timeline. 

"The exploration results that 
we released are extremely en¬ 
couraging as we continue to find 
more material adjacent to and 
within our existing ore bodies," 
said Mike Satre, spokesman for 
Hecla Greens Creek Mining Co. 

SEE MINE | Page A4 


Republicans reject Walker's pick for Senate 


Governor has 10 days to select a new 
option for seat vacated by Mike Dunleavy 


By JAMES BROOKS 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


Randall Kowalke was in 
his church's parking lot at 
8:30 a.m. when he got a 
call from Gov. Bill Walker. 

It wasn't the call he was 
hoping for. 

In a closed-door meet¬ 
ing Wednesday morning, 
Alaska Senate Republi¬ 
cans rejected Walker's 
pick of Kowalke for a sen¬ 
ate seat vacated by the 


resignation of Wasilla's 
Mike Dunleavy. 

"I went into the ser¬ 
vice, and I prayed for the 
governor, I prayed for the 
Senate, I prayed for the 
people of District E, and 
I prayed for Alaska," Kow¬ 
alke said of his reaction to 
the governor's news. 

Walker now has 10 
days to name another 
candidate for the job. In 
the meantime, the Senate 
continues operating with 


19 members. 

State law and the Alaska 
Constitution give a sitting 
governor 30 days to select 
someone to fill a legisla¬ 
tive vacancy. That person 
must then be confirmed 
by those of the same polit¬ 
ical party who are already 
in the appropriate Legisla¬ 
tive house. The governor 
can select anyone who 
is of the same political 
party as the person being 
replaced, as long as they 
meet the constitutional 
qualifications for the job. 

The Republican and 
Democratic parties in 


Alaska have come up with 
procedures to help the 
governor choose some¬ 
one acceptable. Those 
procedures allow local 
Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats to select a short list 
of candidates. That list 
is then forwarded to the 
governor. 

Kowalke, a Matanuska- 
Susitna Borough Assem¬ 
blyman, wasn't among the 
three nominees suggested 
to the governor by District 
E Republicans. 

In a Tuesday letter to 

SEE PICK | Page A8 



Mat-Su 
Borough 
Assemblyman 
Randall 
Kowalke is 
seen in this 
undated 
portrait 

provided by the 
Matanuska- 
Susitna 
Borough. 
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NEW SEASON 
NEW WORKOUT 


NEW MEMBER OFFER 


YOU 


• RECEIVE MONTH TO MONTH MEMBERSHIP 

• $0 ENROLLMENT AND 2 MONTHS FREE SPA BENEFITS INCLUDING 
UNLIMITED UV & SPAY TANNING, FREE CHILD CARE & MDRE... 


* Offer expires February 28, 2018. Must be 18 years of age. 

60 day minimum requirement on all month to month memberships. 


THE ALASKA CLUB 
ANCHORAGE 375-0452 


South ■ East ■ West ■ Club for Worrier 
The Summit - Downtown ■ Eagle Riv< 
Studio at The Alaska Club !ASTUl 


IAT-SU 631-0843 
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